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Annual meeting will feature Jessica Michna

The Homestead will host its annual meeting in the barn at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 28.  Last year’s popular speaker, Jessica Michna, will return as Mary Todd Lincoln in a program titled “The Widow Reflects.” 

After her husband’s assassination, Mary Lincoln was an unsettled spirit.  She had lived in New York, Chicago, and even Europe, but could never find rest.  She had lost three of her four sons and suffered estrangement from her eldest, Robert.  Set upon by creditors, plagued by declining health, and always weighed down by her overwhelming grief, she became a dejected figure.  

Taking up residence with her sister in Springfield, Illinois, Mrs. Lincoln recalled her girlhood in the genteel society of Lexington, Kentucky, her marriage to the gangly young lawyer, and eventually her rise to become the First Lady.  The program is free and open to the public.

__________

Farming exhibit and farmers market are in full swing

Harvest at the Homestead and this year’s exhibit, ”Making a Living on the Land,” will continue at the Homestead on September 17 and October 8 and 22. 

Produce at the market is at its peak with melons, corn, tomatoes, a beautiful array of apples, and many other seasonal items.  If you come early, you can find Honey Crisp apples at a price you can’t beat. Marilyn Jacobsen will return on September 17 with her spin-ning wheel and hand-crafted woolen items.  The October 8 market will feature a demonstration of the antique apple press donated by Lloyd Conrad and operated by his son Curtis.  Youngsters can try their hand turning the crank on the press and learn something about the hard work of our ancestors.

The exhibit in the house recalls the early days of the village—a time when Hales Corners was a farm community that helped supply the growing city of Milwaukee.  It uses the numerous artifacts donated by Lloyd Conrad and other members and friends of the Homestead. 

__________

Thanks to Messiah Lutheran Church and School

We appreciate the assistance we have received from Messiah Lutheran Church and School. They have been helping at the markets with set-up and take-down of signs and whatever chores need the energy of young, strong muscles.  Thank you!!

Holidays at the Homestead

A special event, Holidays at the Homestead, will feature 12 exhibitors in a celebration of arts and antiques.  Scheduled Sunday, November 13, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., the event will offer a variety of media and antiques you would treasure in your own home.

Homemade baked goods and hot beef sandwiches will tempt your tastebuds.  Don’t forget the raffle items from our local businesses.  Admission will be $2, with free parking on Forest Home Avenue and our own parking area.  For more information, call Dave Zepecki at (414) 940-3355. 

__________

Last chance to buy raffle tickets

The September 17 farmers market will offer raffle tickets for two prizes: the Rep’s October 27 production of Lombardi, complete with parking pass; and a case of wine (half Pinot Noir and half Relax Riesling). Tickets are $3 each or 2 for $5.  The drawing will be held at the end of the September 17 market.  Congratula-tions to Denise Zubic, who won the Brewers tickets and parking pass.

__________

Annual meeting                              will elect board members

The Homestead’s nominating commit-tee will submit the following names for election to three-year terms as directors:  

Betty Braun, Delene Hanson, Michael Jedrzejewski, and Bette Arey.

Additional names can be submitted at the annual meeting.  The board meets on the fourth Wednesday of every month except December.  Board members serve on at least one committee.

Gifts of goods and services

Tom Ueberroth—lawn care

Betty Braun—sale of “silver dollars” donated by Dolores Schuetz

Mike Jedrzejewski, Dave Zepecki, Bette Arey—donation of raffle tickets and wine

Alice Palmersheim—donation of chicken coop and numerous artifacts that will be used in future displays

__________

The Homestead has a new “toy”

After years of wrestling with an ancient walk-behind lawn mower, the Homestead has made a significant purchase: a shiny new riding mower!  It can even cope with the numerous holes that make the yard treacherous for all but the young and able-bodied.  Now, no more excuses.  If you would like to help with Homestead mainte-nance, leave a message at the Homestead’s phone: (414) 858-9195.

__________

Space available at the Homestead

A member and long-time supporter of the Homestead, Ron Noeske, will host a gathering of the Whitnall Friendship Circle at the Homestead this fall.

The Hawthorn Garden Club had its summer luncheon at the Homestead.

Members of the Milwaukee County Small Museums Roundtable will meet at the Homestead in October.  Their topic will be generating membership and volunteers.

Other family and organizational groups have found the Homestead a comfortable venue for their events.  If you are planning an event that would lend itself to accommodations at the Homestead, give us a call at (414) 858-9195. We’ll review our use policy with you.

__________

Plaque will mark tree that honors Lloyd Conrad

Last year we planted a Wolf River apple tree to honor Lloyd Conrad, who has generously supported the Homestead with donations of artifacts and financial support.  Now his son and daughter-in-law, Curtis and Mary Ellen, are marking the tree with a plaque.

__________

The mission of the Stahl-Conrad Homestead is to create a museum focused on transitions in the land in Hales Corners and its environs from presettlement into the future and to preserve the Stahl-Conrad Homestead as a remnant of a bygone 

lifestyle.

The Homestead’s vision:  The land is restored and the buildings are renovated to accommodate changing exhibits and public events.

The Homestead is a nonprofit 501 (c) (3) organization.  Your donations and in-kind gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Officers and directors are: president, Bette Arey; vice president, Dan Besson;    secretary, Delene Hanson; treasurer, Michael Jedrzejewski; directors: Mike Kochis, Dave Golon,, Ron Noeske, and Dave Zepecki.

Woman’s Club renews its support

The Hales Corners Woman’s Club has donated $350 to the fund for construc-tion of bathroom facilities that meet the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  We are grateful for this gift.

__________

Hales Corners Historical Society plans fall program 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, October 5, 7:00 p.m., when Lance Herdegen will present “Black Hats and a War Eagle: Wisconsin in the Civil War” for the Hales Corners Historical Society in the Hunt Room of the Hales Corners Library.  

Herdegen is an award-winning author of several books on Civil War topics. His latest work, Those Damned Black Hats: The Iron Brigade in the Gettysburg Campaign, won the Army Historical Foundation’s Distinguished Writing Award.  The program is free and open to the public.

__________

Events at Old World Wisconsin 

Call (262) 594-2922 for details about fall programs at Old World.

Hands-on Activities to Prepare for Winter, Saturdays in September,      10 a.m. to 5 p.m., including activities such as baking bread, milking a cow, rendering lard, making cheese.

1940s Women’s Baseball, September 18, noon to 5 p.m.  A new event for Old World.

Autumn on the Farms, October 1-2,   8-9, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Two full week-ends of activities in the farmyards and farm kitchens, plus historical gardener Marcia Carmichael will host a book signing for her just-released book, “Putting Down Roots.”  

Halloween Dinner Theater:Dracula, Oct. 14-15, 21-23, 28-30. Fridays, 7 p.m., Saturdays, 5 and 8p.m., Sundays, 5 p.m. Reservations required.  Not recommended for children under 13. 

