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   September 2008

Mark your calendar for the Homestead’s annual meeting

Robin Mello, assistant professor of theatre and education at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and director of the K-12 Theatre Education Program, will address the fifth annual meeting of the Homestead.  The free event, scheduled at 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, September 24, in the barn at the Homestead, 9724 Forest Home Ave., is open to the public.  

Mello will provide an interactive lecture/demonstration that focuses on women’s work—housework and spinning in particular. This performance takes the audience through the anthropology of women’s working roles, as well as the history of fiber preparation, with an emphasis on flax and wool during the 19th century. 

Demonstrations of spinning with spindle and wheel give participants a hands-on experience of what it takes to produce a garment from sheep to shawl.  

Interwoven with historical and technological information are folktales and narratives that depict spinning and other household tasks that were part of women’s farm employment at the time.

__________

Homestead board considers conservation easement

On the advice of experts from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the board is looking into the possibility of granting a conservation easement on the Homestead property to protect its historic resources in perpetuity.

A conservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement that protects real estate by permanently limiting its present and future uses.  The easement would be attached to the property’s deed and stay with the land so that all future Homestead boards would be bound by the restrictions outlined in the easement.

Since conservation easements are normally granted to a land trust, the Homestead would work with the Milwaukee Area Land Conservancy, which would then be responsible for monitoring and enforcing the easement.

__________

Natural landscaping seminar

Interested in learning more about the native plant sin the savanna, woodland, and prairie gardens at the Homestead?  Then attend “Natural Landscaping with Native Plants” at Cardinal Stritch University on Saturday, October 18.  For questions or a brochure, call (414) 299-9888, x3.

Come for market highlights

Four farmers markets remain: September 13 and 27 and October 11 and 25.  Look for frozen soups by Stewps, baked goods by Sweet Somethings, gourd art, honey, and handmade fair trade items from around the world, as well as your favorite veggie vendors.  At one of the October markets, handmade items from Curly Fleece Sheep Farm will be available.

Special events are planned for both September markets: On September 27, Lloyd Conrad and his son Curt will demonstrate an antique cider press that was used originally on the Homestead property.  Don’t miss this glimpse of farm life as it once was.

On both September 13 and 27, the Hawthorn Garden Club will host a sale of decorative weeds.  

__________

Pumpkin Day at the Homestead

A new event, Pumpkin Day, will debut on Saturday, October 18, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  Children will be able to use markers to paint a face on their chosen pumpkin.  All proceeds will benefit the Homestead.

__________

Annual meeting will elect board members

The Homestead’s nominating commit-tee will submit the following names for election to three-year terms as directors:  Gloria Jones, Delene Hanson, Michael Jedrzejewski, Sybil Grandeck, and Bette Arey.  Additional names can be submitted at the annual meeting.  Ruth Johnston and Chris Lese have retired from the board. 

Gifts of goods and services

Lloyd Conrad—antique cider press and feed grinder

Betty Braun and Delene Hanson—garden maintenance

Rachel Millin—native plants for Homestead gardens

Mary Ann Kniep—garden assistance

Dara Chappie—creation of signs designating the gardens

Ron Noeske—sign installation and weed trimming

Kyle, Kurt, and Ian Noeske—sign installation

Robert Stockinger and Tom Ueberroth—lawn care 

__________

Trent Margrif visits the Homestead

A long-awaited visit from Trent Margrif, the new director of the Wisconsin Field Office of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, happened on June 25.  Following are some of his ideas and suggestions:

Engage our members’ interest by sending them a questionnaire asking why they are interested in the Homestead, what other organizations they volunteer for, and what programs they would like to see at the Homestead.

Stay in touch with other historical societies and invite their members to our annual meeting.

Take advantage of our green space by offering its use, perhaps having a concert on the grounds.

Open the house during markets to give people a sense of what it looks like inside and telling them what we intend to do with each room.

Continue having events to get the word out about us.

Consider tailoring our website to various age groups.

__________

Christmas tree sale is coming soon

Freshly cut Christmas trees will be available at the Stahl-Conrad Homestead, 9724 W. Forest Home Ave., after Thanksgiving on a date to be announced.  Plan to come early for the best selection.  The trees are six to nine feet in height.  Species available this year are balsams and a limited number of pines and Fraser firs.  Prices range from $25 to $50, depending on size and type.  Hours will be from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. on weekdays and 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on weekends. 

__________

The mission of the Stahl-Conrad Homestead is to create a museum focused on transitions in the land in Hales Corners and its environs from presettlement into the future and to preserve the Stahl-Conrad Homestead as a remnant of a bygone 

lifestyle.

The Homestead’s vision:  The land is restored and the buildings are renovated to accommodate changing exhibits and public events.

The Homestead is a nonprofit 501 (c) (3) organization.  Your donations and in-kind gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Officers and directors are: president, Bette Arey; secretary, Sybil Grandeck; treasurer, Michael Jedrzejewski; directors: Jason Bartel, Jim Bruening, Clay Moore, Ron Noeske, Jerry Pagel, and Dave Zepecki.

New Members

As of August 29

Dan Besson

Joe and Geri Mesec

Bob and Bonnie Ruesch

__________

Events at Old World Wisconsin 

Fall programs offered at Old World Wisconsin may interest Homestead members.  For details and admission information, call 262-594-6301.

Heirloom Garden Symposium Saturday, September 6, 9:00  a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Presentations by three experts and tour of selected OWW gardens. Reservations are required.

Old World Wedding, Saturday, September 13, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Participate in an 1840s ceremony and enjoy refreshments at the old-fashioned reception.

Autumn on the Farms,  Saturday and Sunday, October 11, 12, 18, and 19, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Take part in the annual ritual of autumn just as our rural ancestors did in preparing for the arrival of winter.

__________

Hales Corners Historical Society sponsors fall programs 

The October 1 meeting of the Hales Corners Historical Society will feature a history and tour of Emanuel United Church of Christ and its grounds. Some of the most prominent citizens of early Hales Corners are laid to rest in the cemetery behind the church. The event is planned for 6:00 p.m. at the church, 10627 W. Forest Home Ave.  

Enjoy fall weather with a village walking tour.  A free booklet features eleven separate routes that incorporate history, beauty, and stories of the areas you choose to visit.  The book-lets (one to a family) are available at local banks and the library.

The Hunt Cabin and Hale Summer Kitchen will be open 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. September 6 and October 4.

