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   September 2010

Annual meeting will feature Jessica Michna

Last year’s popular speaker, Jessica Michna, will return, this time as Sari (Ma) Semple.  Ma Semple is a fictitious woman of the Appalachian region living in the mid-nineteenth century. She is a kind, if rough-hewn, woman who spins tales of the mountains and carries on the tradition of passing down history through the art of storytelling. The Homestead will host its annual meeting in the barn at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 29.  The program is free and open to the public.

__________

Fall markets offer special events

Ever wonder what a tomatillo is?    You’ll get answers at the September 4 farmers market, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  That day we’ll also welcome back apples from Jerry’s Orchard and small wood carvings and decorative gourd art from Northwind Studio.  Hummer Hill Wood Crafts will offer handmade wood products.  At 10:30, Lisa Robinson will discus the significance of therapeutic grade essential oils.

A lot will happen on September 18. A cooking demonstration by Chef Tomas of Mia Famiglia restaurant is scheduled from 9:30 to 10:30.  Then from 10:30 to 11:30 you can test your strength as you turn the crank on the antique apple press donated by Lloyd Conrad.  At 11:30, Master Gardener and Master Composter Beth Rodgers will present a composting workshop. All morning, shop the weed sale sponsored by the Hawthorn Garden Club.  

On October 9, the final market of the season, come for another cooking demo by Chef Tomas, 9:30 to 10:30, then tap your toes to the music of the Garlic Mustard Pickers from 10:30 to 11:30.  Throughout the morning, check out the produce of the Hales Corners Elementary School Garden Club.  

On all these dates, the usual vendors will offer the abundant crops of the season: corn, tomatoes, root vegetables, plus honey and apples.

__________

Thanks to Messiah Lutheran Church and School

We have been fortunate this year to have assistance from Messiah Lutheran Church and School.  They have been helping with set-up and take-down of signs and whatever chores need the energy of young, strong muscles. They also hand out information and coloring materials for children.  Thank you!!

Holidays at the Homestead

A special event, Holidays at the Homestead, will feature 12 exhibitors in a celebration of arts and antiques.   Scheduled on Sunday, November 21, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., the event will offer a variety of media and antiques you would treasure in your own home.  

Homemade baked goods and hot beef sandwiches will tempt your tastebuds. Don’t forget the raffle items from our local businesses.  Admission will be $2; free parking on Forest Home Ave. and our own parking area.  For more information, call Dave Zepecki at (414) 940-3355.

__________

Brat House benefits Homestead

Thanks to Clay Moore of Hales Corners Sentry for the opportunity to staff the Brat House.   And thanks to Jane Campanelli, Jim Bruening, Sybil Grandeck, Mike Jedrzejewski, George Berger, Dan Besson, Dave Dzepecki, Bette Arey, and Ron Noeske for many hours of labor.  The result is the addition of $515 to the Homestead. 

__________

Annual meeting                             will elect board members

The Homestead’s nominating commit-tee will submit the following names for election to three-year terms:

Ron Noeske and Dave Golon. 

Additional names can be submitted at the annual meeting. The board meets on the fourth Wednesday of every month except December.  Board mem-bers serve on at least one committee and are encouraged to support the Homestead’s various activities.

Gifts of goods and services

Robert Stockinger, Tom Ueberroth, and Dan Besson—lawn care

Betty Braun—continuing work on our gardens

__________

Homestead receives artifacts

The Milwaukee Public Museum recently offered artifacts from its Pioneer House Education Collection to other educational institu-tions.  Mostly late 19th and early 20th century household goods and farm equipment, the items were not part of the museum’s permanent collection and would no longer be used for educational programming.  Bette Arey and Delene Hanson visited the museum and selected numerous items for the Homestead.  We are grateful to receive the artifacts, which will be used in future displays.

__________

Homestead grounds now home to buffalo stone

The Homestead’s location on a former Indian trail makes it a perfect spot for the buffalo stone that now graces our oak savanna. American Indians used these boulders on their ceremonial grounds and as directional markers, often oriented toward the cardinal points or the sunrise and sunset.  Although rather rare nationwide, there is a good concentration of such stones in Wisconsin, providing evidence that buffalo were on the minds of early people.

Because it is obscured by tall plants at this time of year, the stone is best viewed in winter or early spring.  A spot approximately 30 feet to the east gives the best view of the buffalo shape.

Jim Uhrinak, who is lending the stone, stresses that this particular stone was rescued from destruction.  He does not advocate moving buffalo stones from their original locations because they are important remnants of a bygone culture.

__________

At last, a new roof

After reviewing a number of roofing proposals, a contract with Krueger Roofing has been signed.  The work will be done in early September, in time to ensure that the Homestead will be snug and protected from winter weather.

__________

The mission of the Stahl-Conrad Homestead is to create a museum focused on transitions in the land in Hales Corners and its environs from presettlement into the future and to preserve the Stahl-Conrad Homestead as a remnant of a bygone 

lifestyle.

The Homestead’s vision:  The land is restored and the buildings are renovated to accommodate changing exhibits and public events.

The Homestead is a nonprofit 501 (c) (3) organization.  Your donations and in-kind gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Officers and directors are: president, Bette Arey; vice president, Dan Besson;    secretary, Delene Hanson; treasurer, Michael Jedrzejewski; directors:  Michael Kochis, Clay Moore, Ron Noeske, and Dave Zepecki.

New Members

(as of August 30)

Hiller Ford

Rich and Teri Popko

Audrey Reineck

__________

October program will      

take you for a ride

Charles Damaske invites you to take a trip on the Rapid Transit Line from Milwaukee to Hales Corners on Thursday, October 7, at 7:00 p.m. in the Hunt room of the Hales Corners Library.  

You’ll travel from the Public Service Building past Calvary Curve, Schlinger Avenue, Fruitland Station, and finally into Hales Corners, ending up at the North Cape Turnaround.  

Damaske has many tales to share about the village. For example, who took the Rapid Transit just to enjoy turtle soup at the Bosch?  The event is sponsored by the Hales Corners Historical Society and is free and open to the public.  

__________

Events at Old World Wisconsin 

Programs offered at Old World Wis-consin may interest Homestead mem-bers.  For details, call 262-594-2922.

Vintage Base Ball.  Saturday, Sep-tember 11, 1:30 p.m.  Played by rules governing 1860s base ball.

Old World County Fair.  Saturday, September 18, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Join the re-creation of an 1860s county fair with livestock judging, historic music, displays of historic produce, and more. 

Autumn on the Farms. Saturday, October 9 and October 10, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Celebrate the harvest and help preserve the season’s crops.

The Spirit of Christmas Past.  December 4 and 5, December 11 and 12.  Noon to 4 p.m.  Stroll the 1870s Crossroads Village and discover many holiday traditions.

