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    November 2011

Holidays at the Homestead

Holidays at the Homestead, Sunday, November 13, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., will feature a number of exhibitors in a celebration of arts and antiques, including work of the following artists, who use a variety of media: 

Cookie Burgert; Yarn and Fabric Scarves and Wallhangings Marilyn Jacobsen; Curly Fleece Sheep Farm                                 Sr. Clarice Steinfeldt; SDS, Papercutting 

Krista Bavlnka; Jewelry, Wearable Art, and Home Décor

Three antiques dealers, Fran Jablonski, Lou Graef, and Rick and Valerie Ferber, will offer antiques you would treasure in your own home.

Homemade baked goods and hot beef sandwiches will tempt your taste buds.  (Who can resist Mary’s baklava?)  Don’t forget the raffle items from our local businesses.  Whether you need an oil change, dinner out, cheesecake for a special occasion, a facial, or a massage, you’ll find something of interest.  Admission will be $2; Please observe posted parking regulations on Forest Home Ave.   Street parking available on 98th St., Ridge Road, and on our own parking area. 

New and renewing Homestead members will receive a $5 voucher that can be used to purchase refreshments or a packet of note cards with envelopes that depict historic scenes from the Homestead.  Or, if you prefer, use it after Thanksgiving for a discount on the purchase of a freshly cut Christmas tree.

Enclosed is a colorful reminder of this event.  Please post it on your fridge or address and mail to a friend or relative.  Postcard postage is 28 cents. 

We are also looking for homemade goodies for the bake sale. Call Bette (414-425-5572) if you can donate your wares.

For more information, call event chair, Dave Zepecki, at (414) 940-3355.

__________

Homestead plans new exhibit

In anticipation of the May observance of Historic Preservation Month, the Homestead is planning a new exhibit that will open in May and continue throughout the summer and fall.  Using numerous artifacts donated by various members and friends of the Homestead, the exhibit will focus on toys used by children 50 or more years ago.  Call (414) 858-9195 if you have items to lend or donate.

Christmas tree sales at the Homestead

Freshly cut Christmas trees will be available beginning November 26, the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  Come early for the best selection.  

Species include balsam, Fraser, and pine. The trees are 6 to 9 feet in height.  Prices range from $20 to $60, depending on height and species. 

Hours for the sale will be 3:30 to 8:00 p.m. weekdays, and 12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.

An added attraction will be swags created by members of the Hawthorn Garden Club. 

__________

Save the date

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, the Homestead will host a special presen-tation by Nancy Lurie on Sunday, February 12.  Ms. Lurie is a retired curator of anthropology at the Mil-waukee Public Museum who has writ-ten extensively about North American Indian history and culture. Her latest book, “Love and Other Letters,” is based on love letters written by her father to her mother, as well as her mother’s diary.  These writings not only provide a family history but also give insights into the social history of the early part of the twentieth century. The book will be available for sale as a special gift for your Valentine. Time to be announced.

__________

Hawthorn Garden Club

The garden club braved cool temper-atures and drizzle to remove weeds, redo a garden bed and transplant many plants.  Thank you all!

Gifts of goods and services

Tom Ueberroth—lawn care

Betty Braun and Delene Hanson—rescue and replanting of plants from Palmersheim property 

Bill Ritzman—donation of antique chandelier and light switches and permission to rescue the plants

Hawthorn Garden Club—planted peonies, hostas, and bulbs; removed weeds

__________

It’s time to renew your membership

We are saving postage by including your renewal envelope in this newsletter edition.  Our bylaws state that membership will terminate automatically for nonpayment of dues if not paid by March 31.  So take care of it now or, if you prefer, pay at the door at Holidays of the Homestead and receive a voucher for use that day or for a discount on your Christmas tree.  If you renew after March 31, your membership will be reinstated.  

This mailing also includes an invitation to consider a gift of appreciated securities.  If you sell those securities, you will incur a short- or long-term capital gains obligation.  If you donate them, you will have no tax liability on the gain, and you will also obtain a charitable donation to offset other taxes you may owe.

You may be able to specify the purpose for which the gift is to be used.  We offer many options, such as rebuilding the barn door, constructing an ADA-compliant bathroom, or mortgage reduction.

__________

Meeting of Milwaukee County Small Museums Roundtable

The Small Museums Coalition was formed earlier this year to provide a means to discuss the issues and problems faced by small organizations like the Homestead.   Fundraising, volunteer and membership recruitment, publicity, facilities management, and event planning were some of the common issues that have been discussed.  The Homestead hosted the meeting on October 12, which gave the participants the chance to view our exhibit before it ended recently. 

Other family and organizational groups have found the Homestead a comfortable venue for their events.  If you are planning an event that would lend itself to accommodations at the Homestead, give us a call at (414) 858-9195. We’ll review our use policy with you.

__________

The mission of the Stahl-Conrad Homestead is to create a museum focused on transitions in the land in Hales Corners and its environs from presettlement into the future and to preserve the Stahl-Conrad Homestead as a remnant of a bygone 

lifestyle.

The Homestead’s vision:  The land is restored and the buildings are renovated to accommodate changing exhibits and public events.

The Homestead is a nonprofit 501 (c) (3) organization.  Your donations and in-kind gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Officers and directors are: president, Bette Arey; vice president, Dan Besson;    secretary, Delene Hanson; treasurer, Michael Jedrzejewski; directors: Mike Kochis, Dave Golon,, Ron Noeske, Betty Braun, and Dave Zepecki.

New members                                 (As of October 31)

Luther and Lorraine Graef

David and Karen Mikolainis            Obie Watts 

__________

Raffle winners

The drawing on September 17 gave us the following winners: Kim Prevetti won the tickets to the Rep’s October 27 production of Lombardi, complete with parking pass, and Stu Lesar won the case of wine (half Pinot Noir and half Relax Riesling). Congratulations! 

__________

Hales Corners Historical Society plans winter program 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, February 1, 7:00 p.m., when Betty A. Storey will present a history of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). She will include both national and local projects, plus information about how to obtain records of CCC enrollees.  Come find out about Camp Whitnall and the eight Wisconsin state parks built by the CCC.

__________

Board members and officers elected

The Homestead’s annual meeting elected the following members to three-year terms: 

Betty Braun, Delene Hanson, Michael Jedrzejewski, and Bette Arey.  Congratulations!

The October board meeting elected the following officers:

President: Bette Arey; Vice president: Dan Besson; Secretary: Delene Hanson;

Treasurer: Michael Jedrzejewski

__________

Events at Old World Wisconsin 

Call (262) 594-2922 for details about winter programs at Old World. 

Options include: Winter Dinner Theatre; Austrian Holiday Dinner; The Spirit of Christmas Past; Breakfast with Father Christmas.

