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   November 2005

Stahl-Conrad Homestead receives $2,000 grant

The Homestead has received a $2,000 grant to prepare an educa-tional brochure about our property at 9724 W. Forest Home Ave.  The grant will also fund a public event next May in conjunction with Historic Preservation Month.  Resources from the Wisconsin Humanities Council, with funds from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the State of Wisconsin, and the Jeffris Family Foundation will support both the brochure and public program.

Geoffrey Gyrisco, Ph.D., will be the featured speaker at the May program.  He will focus on the architecture of the house and agricultural practices of the German immigrants who developed the Homestead.  Other project personnel will complement his presentation with discussions of the Stahl and Conrad families and the historic landscape of the area.
__________

Now hear this: A new way to support the Homestead

It’s that time of year when we think about paying property taxes and examining the securities we are holding.  The Homestead can’t pay your property taxes for you, but we can offer a way to save money on the sale of appreciated securities.

If you sell appreciated securities, you will incur a substantial short- or long-term capital gain obligation.  If you donate them, however, you will have no tax liability on the gain plus you will obtain a charitable donation to offset other taxes for which you are liable.  
The Homestead recently received an anonymous gift of appreciated stock, which was earmarked for construction of bathrooms.  Any donor has the option of specifying the purpose for which the gift is to be used.
Enclosed with this newsletter is a form you can use if you wish to donate appreciated securities to the Homestead.
__________
Homestead moves forward with plans for the property
One of our challenges at the Homestead is deciding which task to tackle next.  A recent board meeting produced consensus on the advisability of focusing immediately on removal of the green carpet and black paint that hinder our use of the house for displays.
We also agreed that we need a master plan for the entire property, one that will take account of our need for parking and storage as well as bathrooms.  We’re looking for volunteers who would like to help us develop such a plan.
Live Christmas tree sale will begin Saturday, November 26

Freshly cut Christmas trees will be available at the Homestead, 9724 W. Forest Home Ave., beginning the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  Come early for the best selection.  The trees are 6 to 9 feet in height; prices range from $25 to $50, depending on size.  Hours will be 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. on weekdays and 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.

__________
Harvest at the Homestead 
ends market season
Nine farmers’ markets scheduled from mid-June through mid-October did more than enhance the Homestead’s treasury by almost $1,500.  They also enriched our community by re-creating the camaraderie that charac-terized the markets of yesteryear.
We appreciate the hard work of Robert Stockinger, who organized the markets, and the numerous volunteers who supported his efforts.  Thank you!

__________

Thanks to another valued volunteer
We also thank John Haita for two years of volunteer snow plowing for the Homestead.

__________

Annual meeting elects 
new board members
The Homestead welcomes two additions to our board of directors: Joseph Galaska and Chris Lese.  Michael Jedrzejewski, Sybil Grandeck, and Bette Arey were also elected to three-year terms. 

Gifts of goods and services
Anonymous—antique tool box and tools

Arthur Burkart—scythe and cross-cut saw 

Sybil Grandeck and Michael Jedrezejewski—two picture frames, wooden crate, 50-gallon crock

Harry Heileman—high chair, ice skates, two washboards, cash   register and file case, seed spreader, two-handled saw, level, planer                        __________

Homestead to be considered for landmark designation
Hales Corners has a Historic Preservation Commission that is authorized by village ordinance to designate historic properties as local historic landmarks.  The Homestead’s board has voted to propose the Homestead for landmark designation.
The process will require completion of an application that will be reviewed by the Commission, which will hold a public hearing.  If the Commission approves the application, it will be sent to the village board, which will hold another public hearing.  After the hearing, the village board will decide whether to approve, deny, or modify the Commission’s recommendation.
The Homestead plans to prepare the application over the winter and hopes it will be approved in time for the designation to coincide with the public event planned for next May’s observance of Historic Preservation Month.  
__________
It’s membership renewal time
There’s something new in the envelope that brings you this news-letter—a remittance envelope that will make it easier for you to renew your membership in the Homestead or to become a member for the first time.

Your support is important.  The Homestead depends on tax-deductible memberships.  Grants and gifts from local businesses and civic groups supplement the funds we raise through annual memberships.

We’ve had a remarkable history in our two and one-half years, including almost 100 percent renewal of those who became members in 2003.  Thank you!

__________

The mission of the Stahl-Conrad Homestead is to create a museum focused on transitions in the land in Hales Corners and its environs from presettlement into the future and to preserve the Stahl-Conrad Homestead as a remnant of a bygone 

lifestyle.

The Homestead’s vision:  The land is restored and the buildings are renovated to accommodate changing exhibits and public events.

The Homestead is a nonprofit 501 ( c ) (3) organization.  Your donations and in-kind gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Officers and directors are president, Bette Arey; vice president, Delene Hanson; secretary, Sybil Grandeck; treasurer, Michael Jedrzejewski; directors: Jay Galaska, Chris Lese, Dara Chappie-Stockinger, Ruth Johnston, Nancy Kochis, Marjorie Stahl, and Pat Warchol.
New Members
(as of November 18)

Dolores and John Karpinski
Wendi and Matthew Devan

__________

Note cards feature Homestead

As we enter the holiday season, don’t forget the note cards you can use as either greeting cards or thank yous.  They are packaged in sets of eight for $5, or individually for one dollar.  Each one features a historic scene—including Henry Conrad’s 1937 birthday party, the Homestead before it had a bay window, and cows grazing along Forest Home Avenue in the 1950s.
They will be available in the barn during hours of the Christmas tree sale, or call 425-5572.
________

Local history program regroups

With Tom McKay’s retirement as Local History Coordinator for the state historical society, we have new cir-cumstances to deal with.  Director Ellsworth Brown has decided to elimi-nate the Local History Coordinator position and create two half-time regional field services representatives.

In the southern part of the state, our contact will be Rick Bernstein, well known to us for his work in historic preservation.  Rick’s job change will not be official until March, but there is work that needs to be done now.
The Council for Local History appointed committees to work on the following tasks:  bylaws review and related matters; regional conventions 2006; annual convention 2006; fund-raising; training needs of local historians; mentoring and networking; awards.  We voted to create a new award—the Tom McKay award for distinguished service to local history.
Volunteers have come forward to work on each of these challenges, but we can use more help.  Please call Bette at 425-5572 for details.  
