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Plan now to celebrate the Year of the Niagara Escarpment

What is that, you ask.  The Niagara Escarpment is a huge geo-graphic feature that extends across much of North America, from southeastern Wisconsin north through Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and Ontario, Canada, and past Niagara Falls in New York State. 

The Wisconsin Legislature has proclaimed 2010 the Year of the Niagara Escarpment and May 2010 the Month of the Niagara Escarpment.  We have found this focus on the escarpment consistent with the mission of the Homestead and an opportunity to educate about the land we are preserving.  

Herman Bender, Geologist and Cultural Landscape Specialist at the Hanwakan Center for Pre-History in Fond du Lac, will kick off our celebration at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, May 2.  His presentation, Treasures from the Tropical Seas of Southeastern Wisconsin, will describe the geologic origin of the Niagara Escarpment. 

Bender is an independent researcher who has published extensively and conducted many seminars and classes.  Through his company, America Septem History Company, he provides cultural landscape and environmental surveys for land planning purposes and preservation. Much of his work is related to Native American traditions and cultural identities.

Bender’s work has enabled him to develop an extensive collection of fossils and artifacts that reflect the geologic and cultural history of the Niagara Escarpment.  He has agreed to lend a portion of his collection for display at the Homestead.  Be sure to examine the display on May 2 and any time you come to the farmers market, which will begin Saturday, June 19.

__________

Future programs will build on the foundation established by Bender.  Tentative plans include additional speakers about the Escarpment itself as well as the plants that grow on these rocky cliffs. A field trip to Lime Kiln Park in Menomonee Falls is also  being planned.  Visit our website for updates. 

__________

Eagle Scout project to recreate orchard

Our board has approved a proposal to recreate the apple orchard that was once on the Homestead grounds.  Jeremy Golon will be researching and planting heirloom varieties that are suitable for this climate. Additional fruits such as cherries and pears may also be included. We wish Jeremy much success with his project.

Plaque will mark memorial tree

Last May, we planted a Musclewood tree in memory of Village President Jim Ryan.  This year, we will mark it with a plaque at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 2.  Jim served our community many years and was a strong supporter of the Homestead.

__________

Tree will honor Lloyd Conrad

Lloyd Conrad, who will celebrate his 86th birthday this June, will be honored with a tree to be planted on Sunday, May 2, about 1:15 p.m.  Lloyd is a relative of the Conrads who owned and developed the property we are preserving and a generous sup-porter of the Homestead.

__________

Farmers Markets resume June 19

Market dates are on the Homestead website and will be on the refrigerator magnets that list market dates.  Magnets will be available when you come to the May 2 program.

__________

Homestead will help the             Hales Corners Historical Society

The annual plant sale pickup is usually scheduled at the Hales Corners village hall.  But this is not a usual year.  The village hall is under construction, and the lawn there is not available for plant pickup.  The answer: Pick up your plants at the Homestead, 9724 Forest Home Ave.  The plant pickup dates are May 19–21.  

You can pick up your plant order form at the library beginning April 1 or at the society’s April 8 program meeting.

Gifts of goods and services

Jim Bruening—snow removal of the Homestead’s parking area 

Tom Ueberroth—snow removal on the Homestead’s ramp

LaFonda Kinnaman—basin and pitcher and wooden ironing board

__________

Events at Old World Wisconsin 

Spring programs offered at Old World Wisconsin may interest Homestead members. For details, call 262-594-2922.

Early Morning Bird Walk.  Saturday, May 1, 6–9 a.m.  Expert guides will help you find and identify native birds and their nesting sites. Continental breakfast included.

After-Hours Barn Dance. Saturday, May 15, 6–9 p.m.  No prior knowledge required for this evening of live music and dancing.  Held rain or shine.  Snacks and drinks available for purchase.

Rituals of Spring. Saturday, May 15, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.  See draft horses plow the croplands and learn about the importance of sorghum.  Watch wool go from fleece to fiber as dogs herd sheep, the sheep are hand sheared, and the wool carded, spun, and dyed.

Wildflower Walk.  Saturday, June 26, 7–10 a.m.  After a continental breakfast, enjoy a guided walk through restored prairies and woodland trails.

__________

MALC to hold annual meeting

The Milwaukee Area Land Conservancy (MALC) will hold its annual meeting at the Homestead on Sunday, June 13.  A potluck supper at 5 p.m. will be followed by MALC’s annual meeting and a presentation by Jim Uhrinak.  The gathering is free and open to the public.  For updates on this and other events, please visit MALC at www.mkeconservancy.org.

__________

Best-ever year of tree sale 

Thanks to all the customers who made the 2009 Christmas tree sale the most successful ever.  Our treasurer, Mike Jedrzejewski, has reported a net profit of $2,682 on the sale of 129 trees.

The Hawthorn Garden Club also profited from the tree sale.  Members created artistic swags that yielded approximately $200 for the club.  These ladies support the Homestead throughout the year with their labor on the Homestead grounds.

__________

The mission of the Stahl-Conrad Homestead is to create a museum focused on transitions in the land in Hales Corners and its environs from presettlement into the future and to preserve the Stahl-Conrad Homestead as a remnant of a bygone 

lifestyle.

The Homestead’s vision:  The land is restored and the buildings are renovated to accommodate changing exhibits and public events.

The Homestead is a nonprofit 501 (c) (3) organization.  Your donations and in-kind gifts are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Officers and directors are: president, Bette Arey; vice president, Dan Besson;    secretary, Delene Hanson; treasurer, Michael Jedrzejewski; directors: Gloria Jones, Michael Kochis, Clay Moore, Ron Noeske, and Dave Zepecki.

New Members

(as of February 28)

Ann Elwell

Frank and Katie Migliano

Norma Sabbath

__________

Membership renewal time

Time is growing short to renew your membership in the Homestead. Maybe our reminder got lost in the Christmas mail.  But, of course, you’re not forgetful like the rest of us. 

We hope to hear from you soon, using the enclosed envelope. If you don’t renew by March 31, this will be your last newsletter.  If you renew after March 31, your membership will be reinstated.

__________

Anonymous gift will support       roof replacement

The Homestead has recently received a gift of $930 earmarked for replace-ment of our aging roof.  If you would like to add to this fund, please contact our treasurer at mike@btacpa.us
__________

Hales Corners Historical Society plans annual meeting

The society’s annual meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 8 at 7:00 p.m.  The program, Milwaukee at the Millennium, will feature Bob Teske, executive director of the Milwaukee County Historical Society, in a presentation celebrating the society’s 75th anniversary.  The event is open to the public and will be preceded by a potluck supper at 6:00 p.m.

Note that this meeting is on Thursday, not the usual Wednesday.

For more information, leave a message in the society’s office at (414) 529-6150, Ext. 24.

__________

You can reach the Homestead by telephone at (414) 858-9195.

