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             Stahl-Conrad Homestead

          9724 W. Forest Home Avenue 

            Hales Corners,  WI  53130

Annual Report 2006

Message from the president

I am happy to report on the continued rehabilitation of the Stahl-Conrad Homestead farmhouse and surrounding landscape.  A combination of grant money and sweat equity from directors and other volunteers has enabled us to undertake the critical improvements needed to open the farmhouse to the public in 2007.  

Historic Preservation Month in May will officially open our doors, and we will conclude the year as host to the Smithsonian’s Between Fences traveling exhibit.

Ongoing programs, such as the farmers’ markets and restoration of the Homestead’s grounds, will continue.  More than ever, however, the Homestead will need volunteers to help facilitate the exciting year that awaits.  There are many opportunities for those interested.  We look forward to seeing you at the exciting events that lie before us.

Chris Lese

Board President

Visit us at www.HistoricHalesCorners.org
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The Stahl-Conrad Homestead is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization.  Donations and in-kind gifts are tax-deductible as allowed by law.

Mission

The mission of the Stahl-Conrad Homestead is to create a museum focused on transitions in the land in Hales Corners and its environs from pre-settlement into the future and to preserve the Stahl-Conrad Homestead as a remnant of a bygone lifestyle.

Vision

The land is restored and the buildings are renovated to accommodate changing exhibits and public events.

Ruth Johnston and Chris Lese prepared a display that depicts evolution of the farmhouse.

Grants and gifts support the Homestead 

Grants awarded in 2005 enabled the Homestead to undertake programs that came to fruition in 2006.  The Wisconsin Humanities Council funded preparation of an educational brochure about the Homestead and a public program that celebrated Historic Preservation Month.

Two days of professional consultation on the preparation and mounting of displays resulted from an award by the Wisconsin Council for Local History.  

The Jeffris Family Endowed Preservation Services Fund of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, matched by a gift from Ken and Joanne Neusen, enabled the Homestead to engage a fundraising consultant.

The Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s Leslie T. Bruhnke Fund assisted restoration of the farm-house.  Three historically correct windows replace those that had been removed.  Plaster and paint will soon complete work on the two south-facing rooms.
The Hales Corners Woman’s Club continues to support the Homestead with grants earmarked for construction of ADA-compliant toilet facilities.

Gifts of appreciated stocks are helping to complete our purchase of the Homestead.
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Pharmacy was
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John Meinzer and

 his family by

Dennis and Ruth
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Volunteer labor is restoring the land

Boy Scouts and senior citizens—people of all ages—are working at the Homestead.  Donated native plants continue to find a home in the prairie, woodland garden, and oak-savanna.  Each summer, vegetables occupy an area pre-viously overrun by thistles and garlic mustard.  

It’s the labor of volunteers that is transforming the Homestead’s 2.5 acres.  Individuals as well as members of the Hawthorn Garden Club and Wild Ones are pitching in to beautify our corners of Hales Corners.

It’s also volunteer labor that is pruning and rejuvenating our mature trees.  Students in MATC’s arboriculture classes provided free service as part of their training program.

Another Eagle Scout candidate, Jacob Harycki, completed construction of three benches that will serve farmers’ market patrons.

Student arborists worked at the Homestead

Steve Curlan performed at Harvest at the Homestead

The Smithsonian is coming

to the Homestead!

The Wisconsin Humanities Council selected the Homestead as one of six Wisconsin communities to host a traveling exhibit created by the Smithsonian Institution.  The exhibit, Between Fences, will be at the Homestead November 3 through December 15, 2007.  It will be free and open to the public.

Between Fences is a cultural history that explores themes of land use, boundaries defining public and private spaces, and the boundaries of human relationships.  The exhibit’s kiosks will be placed in the Home-stead’s historic house and barn.  

Several partners will prepare complementary exhibits and activities.  

Restoration will continue

2007 will also find Homestead volunteers scraping and painting throughout the house.  The south-facing rooms will appear much as they did when the Conrad family occupied them.  The kitchen will be refurbished to serve as a reception area.  The room on the northeast corner will become the Homestead’s office.

This plaque identifies the Homestead as a historic landmark

Homestead is now a local historic landmark 

The Hales Corners Village Board voted on March 13 to approve the recommendation of the Village Historic Preservation Commission to designate the Homestead as a local historic landmark.  This designation protects the farmhouse from demolition and exterior changes that would detract from its historic character.

The Homestead is important because it represents the rural history of Hales Corners, Cream City brick construction, and the German element of settlement in the area. 

Historic Preservation Month                celebrated at the Homestead

A special event on May 7 marked unveiling the plaque that identifies the Homestead as a local historic landmark.  It was also the occasion for presenting a new brochure about the Home-stead funded by the Wisconsin Humanities Council with resources from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the State of Wisconsin, and the Jeffris Family Foundation.

Presentations by Dr. Geoffrey Gyrisco and Delene Hanson told the story of development of the Homestead by German settlers and described native vegetation in this part of Wisconsin at the time of settlement.

Harvest at the Homestead attracts hundreds of shoppers.

Revenues 2006

Donations


                 $ 11,171 

Grants



                    10,500  Christmas tree sales

                      4,422 Memberships


                      2,820 Harvest at the Homestead (Farmers’Markets)  1,241

Interest




         1,020

Miscellaneous  



            293 

Total revenues
                  $31,466

Disbursements 2006

Mortgage payments

                  $16,422

Fundraising fee


                      5,000 Utilities



                      2,555

Maintenance and repairs

         1,996

Christmas tree purchase

                      1,950

Preservation program/publication                     1,807

Return grant excess

                      1,488

Insurance


                      1,100 Photocopying, printing, postage

         1,021 Promotional expenses                                          975 
Total disbursements            $34,237 

Total Cash, December 31, 2006
                  $41,252


(including savings and checking)

Total restricted cash 
     $13,813

